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Freedom imperilled

On democratic despotism.

“It is seldom,” David Hume wrote, “that liberty of any kind is lost all at once.” That admonitory
sentence furnishes one of the epigraphs for Friedrich Hayek’s The Road to Serfdom, first published
in 1943. How is freedom faring in the United States today? Peter Robinson, a scholar at the Hoover
Institution at Stanford, provided a melancholy précis in “The Loss of Individual Liberty,” a column
that appeared in Forbes last month. Mr. Robinson recalled a dinner he shared with Milton Friedman
several years ago. He complimented the venerable economist on his role in transforming the
intellectual landscape, especially in fostering widespread appreciation of the inextricable connection
between free markets and individual liberty. Friedman refused the compliment. “We may have won
the intellectual battle,” he said, “but in practical politics, it’s difficult to see that we& ...
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