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The state despotic

by Mark Steyn

On our gradual slide into servitude.

Driving north out of New York the other day, I heard a caller to Mark Levin’s show discuss his
excellent book Liberty and Tyranny. The word she kept using was “inevitable”: The republic felt
exhausted, and there was an “inevitability” to what was happening. A quarter-millennium of liberty
seemed to be about the best you could expect, and its waning was—again—“inevitable.” As she
spoke, the rich farmland of Columbia County rolled past my window. To many of its residents, the
caller would have sounded slightly kooky. Were any of the county’s first families suddenly to
rematerialize from their centuries of slumber, they would recognize the general landscape, the
settlements, the principal roads, and indeed many of the weathered farmhouses. And they would be
struck by the comfort and prosperity of their successors in this land. So what’s all this talk abo ... 

Mark Steyn’s most recent book is America Alone: The End of the World As We Know It (Regnery).
His writing on politics, arts and culture can be read around the world. Mark is Senior North
American Columnist of Britain’s Telegraph Group, and appears in The Daily Telegraph, the United
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language. In Canada, he can be read in The National Post, the country’s new national newspaper. In
the United States, Mark is theatre critic of The New Criterion and a columnist for The Chicago
Sun-Times. His latest book, Broadway Babies Say Goodnight, was published to critical acclaim in
London and to somewhat sniffier reviews in New York.
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