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"Christophopia" and the West

by Kenneth Minogue

On the consequences of secular faiths.

Public policy in a democracy rests upon public opinion, which in turn rests on public feeling. The
feelings people have towards remote and abstract objects such as states and categories are normally
pretty stable, but when they do change, they resemble earthquakes in the political world. Shelby
Steele has recently been writing of the revolution in public feeling that took place in America in the
1960s, when white racism was replaced by white guilt. Whole new social and moral structures have
been thrown up. The appearance of anti-Americanism in Europe in the wake of 9/11 is less
fundamental, but is also in many respects a revolution of feeling. Israel has found itself buffeted by
this change. My concern is with another shift in recent sentiment, less dramatic but in my view no
less significant. It is the rising hatred of Christianity among Western peoples, which I shall call
“Christophobia.” 
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