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Dependence Day
by Mark Steyn

On the erosion of personal liberty.

f I am pessimistic about the future of liberty, it is because I am pessimistic about the strength of
the English-speaking nations, which have, in profound ways, surrendered to forces at odds

with their inheritance. “Declinism” is in the air, but some of us apocalyptic types are way beyond
that. The United States is facing nothing so amiable and genteel as Continental-style “decline,” but
something more like sliding off a cliff.

I

In the days when I used to write for Fleet Street, a lot of readers and several of my editors accused
me of being anti-British. I’m not. I’m extremely pro-British and, for that very reason, the present
state of the United Kingdom is bound to cause distress. So, before I get to the bad stuff, let me just
lay out the good. Insofar as the world functions at all, it’s due to the Britannic inheritance. Three-
sevenths of the G7 economies are nations of British descent....
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Mark Steyn’s most recent book is America Alone: The End of the World As We Know It (Regnery).
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